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IITs rope in retired faculty to plug shortage  
NEW DELHI: The premier Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) are pulling all stops to address the faculty shortage, with a 
little help from the ministry of human resources development (MHRD).  
 
While the institutes are doing everything they can from roping in retired professors to shortterm migration of teachers 
between IITs, the MHRD is working on relaxing the norms on faculty mobility. The idea is to help the IITs touch a 10:1 
ratio of students to faculty.  
 
"There is no magic wand to get the best faculty; one has to just try hard and at the same time create a good research 
culture. We are always aggressively looking at adding new faculty," says IIT Hyderabad director Uday Desai  

According to the latest MHRD numbers, IITs are falling short of faculty by 37 per cent. The new norms will allow faculty 
to migrate in the long term, 10 years, from an old IIT to a new one or vice versa, according to a government official. 
Faculty can currently move between IITs only on short term deputation. MHRD is also nudging the department of 
expenditure to revise the funds allocated to the new IITs for building infrastructure, the official adds. This move will 
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further ensure that the faculties find an equally competitive research environment at new IITs as is currently available at 
the older IITs.  

IIT Hyderabad with barely 140 regular faculty members for around 1,700 students, has invested in building a strong 
infrastructure for research and development. "This is core in attracting the best of faculty as they look for a strong 
research environment before deciding on the IITs. We have the best of research equipment at IIT Hyderabad," says 
Desai.  

IIT Kanpur, on the other hand, has recently introduced video conferencing for faculty selection. "As a large part of the 
faculty comes from the US, we tap our alumni network to connect with potential talent," says IIT Kanpur dean of faculty 
affairs, Manindra Agrawal. The institute has also set up an office in New York which helps to establish and identify 
contacts, he adds.  

The ratio of teacher to students at IIT Kanpur is at 1:17. It has around 10 to 12 visiting faculty of which many are retired 
faculty members. The near term target is to reach 450 regular faculty in a few years' time, says Agrawal.  

In order to attract and retain faculty, IIT Bhubaneswar is offering 30 per cent more salary than old IITs. Apart from the 
short-term migration route where professors can join the new IIT from an old IIT (provided there is a consensus on 
faculty-sharing from the lending and borrowing IITs), it has also absorbed visiting emeritus professors. IIT Bhubaneswar 
has around 900 students and 75 permanent faculty members. It has also recently received endowments for chairing 
professors.  

"At the professor and associate professor-levels, there is a dearth of talent but at the assistant professor level, we are 
comfortable. At higher levels, faculty easily finds a place in more established institutes," says IIT Bhubaneswar director 
Sujit Roy.  
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JEE announces dates for downloading online admit 

cards for 2015 examination 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/education/story/jee-online-admit-cards/1/395456.html 

The Joint Entrance Examination (JEE ) Advanced 2015 admit cards will be available for download from from 

10 am on Saturday, May 9 to 5 pm on Tuesday, May 12, 2015. Candidates can download their respective online 

admit cards from the official  website by entering registration number and date of birth. Only the candidates 

who have successfully registered for the JEE-2015 exam can download their admit cards from the online portal. 

The admit card will include the candidate's name, roll number of JEE Advanced, photograph, signature, date of 

birth, language selected for exam paper, address and category of the candidate in addition to the name and 

address of the examination centre allotted. If there are any errors or discrepancies in the Admit Card 

downloaded, candidates are required to inform the Chairman, JEE (Advanced) of their Zonal IIT.  

A print out of the online admit card should be brought by the candidates to the exam centre on the date of the 

examination. Candidates will not be allowed to appear for the exam without the admit cards. At the examination 

centre, the candidates will be able to procure the original admit card in exchange for the online print out 

version. The candidates are advised to keep the original admit card safely as it will be required at the time of 

seat allocation and admission.   

The online registration process as announced earlier will take place from 10 am onwards on Saturday, May 2 

upto 5 pm on Thursday, May 7, 2015. JEE Advanced 2015 will be held on Sunday, May 24, 2015. Paper  

I will be held from 9 am to 12 noon and Paper II from 2 pm to 5 pm. 

The Joint Entrance Examination Advanced (JEE Advanced) is conducted jointly by the zonal IITs (IIT Bombay, 

IIT Delhi, IIT Guwahati, IIT Kanpur, IIT Kharagpur, IIT Madras and IIT Roorkee) for admission to 

Engineering and Technology undergraduate courses, B.E and B.Tech at various IITs and at ISM, Dhanbad. 
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